I 1968 DENZIN AND METILIN published an important article on the incomplete professionalization of pharmacy in the U.S., which prompted me then to write the editorial reprinted below .
Have we made progress toward greater professionalization in the intervening 18 years? I believe that although there is room for optimism, the extent of progress is difficult to quantify without launching a series of rigorous scientific studies.
Stolar's recent survey of pharmaceutical service s in the nation's short-term hospitals showed a clear improvement in clinical services; it also disclosed shortcomings, particularly the failure by many pharmacies to exercise proper control over the distribution of intravenous solutions. I We have made demonstrable strides in the practice, teaching, research, and literary output of clinical pharmacy. Fellowship and residency programs are now more readily available. The founding of the American College of Clinical Pharmacy in 1979, and more recently, the Association of Pharmacy Technicians, should be viewed as positive developments.
Yet the structure of community pharmacy appears largely unchanged. The admonition made by Francke and D.L. Smith in 1972 that " Before any significant advancement can take place . . .the pharmacist must not practice in an emporium but as part of a hea lthoriented system ... " remains, with some exceptions, virtually unheeded." 
TOWARD FULL PROFESSIONALIZATION
Alex Berman IN A RECENT CONTRIBUTION to the growing literature on the sociology of pharmacy, Norman K. Denzin and Curtis J. Mettlin of the University of Illinois conclude that pharmacy has not been able to attain full professionalization, and they draw analogies with other occupations which appear to them to be in the same predicament, notably librarianship, optometry, and chiropractic medicine. I Certainly, there is much evidence to support the authors' contention that pharmacy is an incomplete ALEX BERMAN, Ph.D., is now Professor Emeritus of History and Historical Studies in Pharmacy, College of Pharmacy, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati,OH.
Reprinted from Drug In /ell 1968;2:197. profession, but this characterization should be carefully qualified. In certain historical contexts and in specific countries, pharmacy achieved a very high degree of professionalization, as for example within the corporate structure of the ancien regime in France or under the privilege and concession system in Germany. A comparative study of pharmacy in modern times would reveal gradations of professionalization in different countries ranging from an incomplete status in the U.S. to a full professional stance in Denmark.
Space does not here permit a thorough discussion of the Denzin-Mettlin article, which deserves careful reading even though all its conclusions may not be acceptable. One crucial interpretation made by the authors, however, requires attention since it is an attempt to pro-
